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Phrases 

 

A phrase is one or more words that form a meaningful grammatical 

unitwithin a clause. There are five main types of phrase in English, as 

below. 

 

Noun Phrase 

 

A noun phrase (NP) can be a single noun or a group of words built 

around a single noun, for example: 

 

Animals need water. 

 

Who ate the last sandwich? 



 

 

All passengers with tickets can board now. 

 

Verb Phrase 

 

A verb phrase (VP, also called a "verb group") consists of a main verb 

and its auxiliary verbs (including modals), for example: 

 

We have been working since 9am. 

 

I will be going to France next week. 

 

It may have been being repaired. 

 

Adjective Phrase 

 

An adjective phrase can be a single adjective or a group of words built 

around a single adjective, for example: 

 

He has clever ideas. 



 

 

It was a very big meal. 

 

The students were really bored with the film. 

 

Adverb Phrase 

 

An adverb phrase can be a single adverb or a group of words built 

around a single adverb, for example: 

 

Please do it now. 

 

He spoke very softly. 

 

They did it as fast as possible. 

 

Prepositional Phrase 

 

A prepositional phrase consists of a preposition followed by its object 

(usually a noun phrase), for example: 



 

 

They were arguing about money. 

 

The window was behind a large brown sofa. 

 

They resumed after an unusually large meal. 

 

The table below shows all five phrase types used in a single clause: 

heis jumpingoverthevery lazydogas fast as 

possibleNPVPPrepPAdvP NP  AdjP  

 

Note that the word "phrase" can also mean any short group of words 

such as EnglishClub's "because people speak English" and other 

company mottos, as well as expressions typical of idioms such as a 

piece of cake, back to square one and caught red-handed. 

 

Phrases Quiz 

 

What is a Sentence? 

 

Sentence Structure 



 

 

Linking, Intransitive and Transitive Verbs 

 

Direct Object 

 

Indirect  object 

Underline each gerund or gerund phrase 

 

. In the blank to the right of each 

sentence, write  

S  

if the gerund phrase is the subject, 

C  

for a complement (in a sentence with a linking verb),  

DO for a direct object, or OP for an object of a preposition (a noun in a 

prepositional0 phrase). 

 

 

1. The circus performer’s most popular feat was juggling seven bottles 

at once. ____ 



 

 

2.  

Commercial fishing must be regulated to prevent depletion of fish 

populations. ____ 

 

3.  

The doctors were leery of increasing the dosage of the patient’s 

medication. ____ 

 

4.  

The teacher suggested reading the poem at least twice. ____ 

 

5.  

 

The company prospers by producing software for a variety of 

businesses. ____ 

 

6.  

An inventor’s major concern is creating an invention that actually 

works. ____ 

 



 

7.  

Giving to charity is encouraged by most religions. ____ 

 

8.  

By exercising regularly, people can improve their mental and physical 

health. ____ 

 

9. 

Writing novels under an assumed name was not unusual in the 19th 

century. ____ 

 

10. 

Mechanization has dramatically altered traditional farming. ____ 


