
 

CLASS-4 

 

Least Common Multiple (LCM) 

In Maths, one of the important terms used is the least 

common multiple. LCM is used in the case when the 

denominators of the fractions are different. While 

performing any arithmetic operations such as addition, 

subtraction with fractions, LCM is used to make the 

denominators as the same numbers. This process makes 

the simplification process easier. In this article, we will 

learn how to find lcm for any two or more given integers 

with examples. 

 

Also, read: 

LCM Formula 

Properties of HCF and LCM 

Multiples – Common Multiples and Common Factors 

Prime Factorization and Division Method for HCF & LCM 

Least Common Multiple Definition 



 

Least Common Multiple(LCM) is a method to find the 

smallest common multiple between any two or more 

numbers. Basically, the common multiple is a number 

which is a multiple of two or more numbers. L.C.M is used 

to determine the least common factor or multiple of any 

two or more given integers. For example, L.C.M of 16 and 

20 will be 2 x 2 x 2 x 2 x 5 = 80, where 80 is the smallest 

common multiple for numbers 16 and 20. Now, if we 

consider the multiples of 16 (16,32,48,64,80,..) and 20 

(20,40,60,80,..) we can see that the first common multiple 

for both the numbers is 80. This proves the method of 

LCM as correct. 

 

Along with the least common multiple, you must have 

heard about the highest common factor, H.C.F., which is 

used to derive the highest common multiple factors of any 

two or more given integers. It is also called as Greatest 

Common Divisor. For example, the H.C.F. of 2,6,8 is 2, 

because all the three numbers can be divided with the 

highest number 2 commonly. H.C.F. and L.C.M. and both 

have equal importance in Maths. 

 



 

How to Find LCM? 

As we have already discussed, the least common multiple 

is the smallest common multiple for any two or more 

given numbers. 

 

A multiple of a number we get, when we multiply a 

number with another number. Like 4 is a multiple of 2, as 

we multiply 2 with 2, we get 4. Similarly, in the case of 

maths table, you can see the multiples of a number when 

we multiply them from 1,2,3,4,5,6 and so on but not with 

zero. Now, if we have to find the common multiple of two 

or more numbers, then we have to write all the multiples 

for the given numbers. Say for example, if there are two 

numbers 4 and 6, then how to find the common multiple 

between them? 

 

Let us write multiples of 4 and 6 first, 

 

4 : 4,8,12,16,20,24,28,….. 

 



 

6: 6,12,18,24,30,36,42….. 

 

From the above two expressions you can see, 4 and 6 have 

common multiples as 12 and 24. They may have more 

common multiple if we go beyond. Now, the smallest or 

least common multiple for 4 and 6 you can see here is 12. 

Therefore, 12 is the L.C.M of 4 and 6. Also, find to learn 

LCM of two numbers here. 

 

Now, let us take an example of 3 numbers. 

 

Example: Find the L.C.M 4,6 and 12. 

 

Solution: First write the common multiples of all the three 

numbers. 

 

Common Multiples of 4 : 4,8,12,16,20,24,28,….. 

 

Common Multiples of 6: 6,12,18,24,30,36,42….. 



 

 

Common Multiples of 12: 12,24,36,48,60,72,…. 

 

From the above-given multiples of 4, 6 and 12, you can 

see, 12 is the smallest common multiple. 

 

Therefore, L.C.M. of 4, 6 and 12 is 12.                              

Find the LCM  of given  no by any method:- 

(1.)10,15,30,20 

(2.)3,5,7,9,27 

(3.)16,18,20,22,24 

(4.)10,50,100,120 

(5.)5,55,11,110 


