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SUB- SOCIAL SCIENCE 

 

CHAPTER- Forests And Wildlife Resources 

 

 

Flora and Fauna in India 

 

India is one of the world’s richest countries in terms of its vast 

array of biological diversity. Different varieties of forest and 

wildlife resources are found in India. Based on the International 

Union for Conservation of Nature and Natural Resources 

(IUCN), we can classify different categories of existing plants 

and animal species as follows: 

 

Normal Species: Species whose population levels are 

considered to be normal for their survival, such as cattle, sal, 

pine, rodents, etc. 



 

 

Endangered Species: These species are in danger of extinction. 

For examples, species are black buck, crocodile, Indian wild ass, 

Indian rhino, lion tailed macaque, sangai (brow anter deer in 

Manipur), etc. 

 

Vulnerable Species: These are species whose population has 

declined to levels that it is likely to move into the endangered 

category in the near future if it continues to decline in the same 

manner. Eg: Blue sheep, Asiatic elephant, Gangetic dolphin, etc. 

 

Rare Species: Species with a small population may move into 

the endangered or vulnerable category if the negative factors 

affecting them continue to operate. The examples of such 

species are the Himalayan brown bear, wild Asiatic buffalo, 

desert fox and hornbill, etc. 

 

Endemic Species: These are species which are only found in 

some particular areas usually isolated by natural or 

geographical barriers. Examples of such species are the 

Andaman teal, Nicobar pigeon, Andaman wild pig, Mithun in 

Arunachal Pradesh. 



 

 

Extinct Species: These species may be extinct from a local area, 

region, country, continent or the entire earth. Eg: Asiatic 

cheetah, pink head duck. 

 

What are the negative factors that cause such fearful depletion 

of the flora and fauna? 

 

Excessive consumption of natural resources for fulfilling human 

needs such as wood, barks, leaves, rubber, medicines, dyes, 

food, fuel, fodder, manure, etc. 

 

The expansion of the railways, agriculture, commercial and 

scientific forestry and mining activities. 

 

Large-scale development of projects and mining activities. 

 

Unequal access, inequitable consumption of resources and 

differential sharing of responsibility for environmental well-

being. 

 



 

Conservation of Forest and Wildlife in India 

 

Conservation preserves the ecological diversity and preserves 

the genetic diversity of plants and animals. 

 

The Indian Wildlife (Protection) Act was implemented in 1972, 

for protecting habitats and an all India list of protected species 

was published. 

 

The central government also announced several projects for 

protecting specific animals. Under the Wildlife Act of 1980 and 

1986, several hundred butterflies, moths, beetles, and one 

dragonfly have been added to the list of protected species. 

 

In 1991, for the first time plants were also added to the list, 

starting with six species. 

 

NOW ANSWER THESE QUESTIONS:- 

 

Q.1)What is biodiversity? Why is biodiversity important for 

human lives? 



 

Answer: 

Biodiversity is made up of various types of life forms found on 

earth. It is a measure of variation at the ecosystem, species and 

genetic level. Biodiversity is abundant in Tropical areas. Tropical 

areas cover 10 per cent of the earth surface but it hosts 90% of 

the world species. 

Contribution of biodiversity in human lives 

 

Agriculture – Variety of Plant species meet our needs for food. 

 

Their contribution to business and industry 

 

Leisurely activities 

 

Ecological services 

 

Q.2)How have human activities affected the depletion of flora 

and fauna? Explain 

Answer: 

 



 

Various river valley projects have affected the flora and fauna 

 

Many illegal Mining projects have depleted the flora and fauna 

 

Too many development projects for leisure activities in the 

forests have negatively affected. 

 

Too many human activities in the forest area due to rising 

population and lack of space has created human-animal 

conflict. 

 

Q.3)Which of these statements is not a valid reason for the 

depletion of flora and fauna? 

(a) Agricultural expansion. 

(b) Large scale developmental projects. 

(c) Grazing and fuelwood collection. 

(d) Rapid industrialisation and urbanisation. 

Answer: 

Grazing and fuelwood collection 



 

Q.4)Which of the following conservation strategies do not 

directly involve community participation? 

(a) Joint forest management 

(b) Beej Bachao Andolan 

(c) Chipko Movement 

(d) Demarcation of Wildlife sanctuaries 

Answer: 

Demarcation of wildlife sanctuaries 

 

Q.5)Write a note on good practices towards conserving forest 

and wildlife. 


