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Subject :- SST 

 

* The Media And Democracy * 

 

The means by which large numbers of people get information 

and entertainment are called media. the media that can reach a 

very large number of people at the same time are called mass 

media. Some examples are radio, TV, newspapers, magniz and 

the the internet. Radio, TB and the internet are electronic 

media. We need to use electronics to access this. Newspapers 

and magazines are print media. Which are printed documents 

which can be accessed without the use of electronics. 

In a  

 

Important functions of the media 

the media perform a variety of functions. Some of the most 

important ones are giving information, allowing discussion and 

debate, and shaping publicoptions, let us discuss these 

functions in some detail. 



 

 

Giving information 

To form intelligent opinion about different happenings around 

us we need correct and unbiased information on them as and 

when y happen. similarly, to form of aliens about the actions of 

the government we need information about the government's 

publicise as and when they are adopted. the keep track of 

everything that goes on around us in our own country and 

around the world. Give us the latest information about 

important events, about the policies of our government and 

about the policies of other countries towards our country. 

 

Forum for discussion and debate 

The media organised discussion and debited on various social, 

economic and political issues. You may have watched such 

discussion and diabetes on TV or heard them on radio. The 

participants in this discussion and debate age of 10 include 

common people as well as politicians . journalists, businessman, 

level X pers, and so on. This gives people with different opinios 

a change to meet and know each other's views. It also makes 

their views know to the audience. people can also publish their 

views in newspapers and Magnus throw letters to the editor. 

Thus, the media provide a forum for exchanging ideas and 



 

opinions on issues. 

 

Media ethics and accountability 

The main aim of the media is to give people information of 

matters of public interest full stop the media should present 

search information correctly, dysentery and in an unbiased 

manner. To do this, the media must follow a code of ethics. 

In India the media form there own codes of ethics, but the 

government may order the removal of of certain parts from 

books, movies etc. Which it considers offensive , immoral or 

politically dangerous. In other etc. usually, the following 

principles are included in codes of media ethics.  

 

Maintaining  currency and fairness 

The media should not publish or broadcast information that is 

incorrect or Ms leading or distorted. All the different views on 

should be favoured. Preferably, information sold be verified 

before it is made public , especially if it is likely to arouse feeling 

between community or damage somebody's reputation. 

 

Respecting people's privacy  



 

The media  be respect people's privacy. A person's identity and 

details about his or her family, personal life, religion, cast, etc. 

Should not be made known unless it is necessary to do so in the 

interested of the public . 

 

The government and information 

Thegovernment of any country must give the citizens 

information about the laws that's have to be e obeyed and 

about the citizens right and duties. Otherwise, there will be 

disabled yeah so have a right to know about the activities of the 

government they have elected. 

Our government uses the mass media to give information to 

the people and also to provide education and entertainment. 

The ministry of information and broadcasting is responsible for 

developing, regulating and sending out information. 

 

Right to information act 

Theright to information act passed by the government of India 

come into force all over the country on 12th October 2005. This 

is an interesting story behind the passing of this law . This is the 

story of a people's movement which begin in the state of 

Rajasthan in the the 1990s.  



 

the moment demanding the right of information and when the 

people of Rajasthan are strongly left the need to look into 

documents related to public works (building work paid for by 

the government). This need was felt because many peoples 

who were employed in public works where being denied their 

full wages. When they wanted to see the records to to claim 

their full pay, the government officials refuse to show them the 

record on the ground that such records were government 

secrets. 

An organisation call the mazdoor kisan Shakti sangathan took 

up the peoples cause. 

 

Important provisions of the act 

*Every public authority must maintain its records in such a way 

that such records can easily be accessed by people. 

* every public authority must publish information about its 

organisation, function, duties, important policies and decisions 

planet expenses, and so on. 

 

* Question* 

 

1. What do you understand by media? 



 

 

2. Give two examples of print media. 

 

3. what kind of books and movies does the government censor? 

 

4. Where in India is the right to information act not yet 

effective? 

 

5. Give some examples of mass media. 


