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1. Describe the ways in which the Buddha tried to spread his message to the people. 

Ans: The Buddha preached about life being full of suffering and unhappiness. He spoke of ‘tanha’ the 

desire to have more. He taught about ‘Karma’our actions which affect us in the current life and also in 

the later lives. He taught people to be kind and to respect the lives of others. He used the language of 

the ordinary people, Prakrit, to talk to them. 

2. Write whether true or false: 

(a)The Buddha encouraged animal sacrifices. 

(b)Samath is important because it was the place where the Buddha taught for the first time. 

(c)The Buddha taught that ‘Karma’ has no effect on our lives. 

(d)The Buddha attained enlightenment at Bodh Gaya. 

(e)Upanishadic thinkers believed that the ‘atman’ and ‘brahman’ were ultimately one. 

Ans: (a) False, (b) True, (c) False, (d) True, (e) True. 

3. What were the questions that Upanishadic thinkers wanted to answer? 

Ans: Upanishadic thinkers wanted to know about life after death. Some wanted to know why sacrifices 

should be preformed. They felt there had to be something permanent in the universe that lasted even 

after death. Their ideas are recorded in the Upanishads. 

4. What were the main teachings of the Mahavira? 

Ans: Mahavira taught a simple doctrine: men and women who wish to know the truth must leave their 

homes. Mahavira told them to follow ‘ahimsa’—not hurting any living being. 

5. Why do you think Armgha’s mother wanted her to know the story of the Buddha? Ans: Buddha was 

the founder of Buddhism and he was the Wise One. His stories could be inspirational and motivational 

to students. So Anagha‘s mother wanted her to know his story. 

6. Do you think it would have been easy for slaves to join the ‘sangha’? Give reasons for your answer. 

Ans: Slaves were allowed to join ‘sanghas’. Those who followed Buddhism did not believe in dividing 

the society and Buddha taught that all humans are equal. 

7. Make a List of at least five ideas and questions mentioned in this lesson. Choose three from the List 

and discuss why you think they are important even today. Ans: Ideas and questions mentioned in the 

lesson and their relevance today 

 Life is full of suffering and unhappiness. It is due to our unfulfilled desires. This is true today since 

most people are not satisfied with what they have. They resort to unfair means out of greed and 

end up in suffering and trouble. 

Our actions (‘Karma’) affect us in our current life as well as next life. 

We should not hurt or kill any living being, according to Mahavira. This is important because 

every living being has a desire to live. 

Thinkers wanted to know about life after death and they wanted to know why sacrifices should 

be performed. Sacrifices are not justified since living being should be killed. Upanishadic 

thinkers also felt that something was permanent in the universe and it lasted even after death. 



 

7.Ashoka, The Emperor Who Gave Up 

War 

1. Make a list of the occupations of the people who lived within the Mauryan empire. Ans: The 

Mauryan empire consisted of people who were merchants, officials, crafts persons, farmers and herders, 

etc. 

2. Complete the following sentences: 

(a)Officials collected…….. from the area under the direct control of the ruler. 

(b)Royal princes often went to the provinces as…………. 

(c)The Mauryan rulers tried to control…….. and……….. which were important for transport. 

(d)People in forested regions provided the Mauryan officials with………… 

Ans: (a)taxes (b) governors 

(c) roads, rivers        (d) elephants, timber, honey and wax. 

3. State whether true or false: 

(a)UJjain was the gateway to the north-west. 

(b)Chandragupta’s ideas were written down in the Arthashastra. 

(c)Kalinga was the ancient name of Bengal 

(d)Most Ashokan inscriptions are in the Brahmi script. 

Ans: (a) False, (b) True, (c) False, (d) True. 

4. What were the problems that Ashoka wanted to solve by introducing ‘dhamma’? 

Ans: There were a number of problems in the empire that led Ashoka to introduce his ‘dhamma’. People 

in the empire followed different religious, usually causing conflicts. Animal sacrifice was common. Slaves 

and servants were ill-treated by their masters. There were quarrels among civilians. To solve these 

problems, Ashoka introduced his ‘dhamma’. 

5. What were the means adopted by Ashoka to spread the message of ‘dhamma’? Ans: Ashoka 

appointed officials (called ‘dhamma mahamatta’) to go from place to place and tell people about 

‘dhamma’. Ashoka got his messages inscribed on rocks and pillars too, in a 

language called as Prakrit which was comprehensible to all. Messengers were also send to other parts of 

the world. 



6. Why do you think slaves and servants were ill-treated? Do you think the orders of the emperor 

would have improved their condition? Give reasons for your answer. Ans: Slaves and servants were ill-

treated because their masters felt superior to them. The masters treated them as animals. It was because 

of the old Varna’ system. The emperor’s orders might have helped to some extent. Ashoka was a king who 

was loved by his subjects. 

Moreover his ‘dhamma’ was a realistic innovation. 

7. Write a short paragraph explaining to Roshan why the lions are shown on our currency notes. 

List at least one other object on which you see them. 

Ans: The lions are part of the Lion Capital in Samath. These lions are shown on our currency notes in 

honour of one of the greatest kings of India, Ashoka, who built the Capital. Moreover, on independence, 

the lion was recognized as the national animal, so the notes also showed the Lion Capital. 

Another object which has the lions are shown are the coins of our currency. 


